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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives: 

Pursuant to Article L VI, as amended by Section 3 of Article XC, of the Amendments to the 

Constitution of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, I am returning to you for amendment 

Senate Bill No. 2963, "An Act Relative to Justice, Equity and Accountability in Law 

Enforcement in the Commonwealth." 

On June 17, 2020, I filed House Bill No. 4794, "An Act to Improve Police Officer Standards and 

Accountability and to Improve Training." That bill was the product of nearly a year of work, but 

its fi1 ing was made more urgent by the calls for justice and reform that followed the killing of 

Breonna Taylor and George Floyd this past Spring. Like the bill before me, the central provision 

of the legislation I filed was the creation of a mandatory certification process for police officers 

to improve professionalism, accountability, and fairness in policing. Forty-six other states in the 

United States have adopted similar certification requirements. 

As l wrote when I filed H.4 794, "This bill makes law enforcement more accountable for their 

conduct and provides the public with direct insight into officers' performance history which not 

only creates greater transparency in law enforcement but also gives departments greater ability to 

hire or promote only qualified applicants. Taken together, these measures enhance public safety 

by giving police departments greater ability to employ only officers with the most up-to-date, 

community-oriented policing ski.lls that best serve the public." I continue to support these goals, 

goals that are the subject of long-standing collaborative efforts between the Baker-Polito 

Administration, including the Executive Office of Public Safety and Security, and the Black and 

Latino Legislative Caucus. 

I appreciate the Legislature's work in enacting a bill that advances these aims. I also appreciate 

the Legislature's decision to include in this bill key provisions of the State Police reform 
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